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Abstract

This text addresses the phenomenon of Islamic movements from a
religious and jurisprudential perspective, tracing their historical and
intellectual roots, and discussing their legitimacy in light of Islamic
foundational texts. It also analyzes the divergence of positions
among different Islamic currents and traditional religious

institutions.
I. The Concept of al-Jama‘a in Islamic Jurisprudence

Traditionally, the term jama‘a (community) is understood as the
Muslim ummah under the leadership of a legitimate imam. The
emergence of sub-groups has historically been exceptional,

occurring in times of conflict or in the absence of an Islamic state.
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The Muslim Brotherhood and Hizb al-Tahrir represent attempts to
fill this void through calls to revive the caliphate, whereas other
movements, such as Sufi orders, traditional Salafi groups, and
Tablighi Jama“at, have centered on spiritual or social reform rather

than political engagement.
I1. Foundational Texts and the Unity of the Ummah

The Qur’an and Sunnah do not explicitly mention “religious
organizations” in the partisan sense, but they strongly emphasize
unity and warn against division: “And hold firmly to the rope of
Allah all together and do not become divided” (Al ‘Imran 103).
Prophetic traditions likewise urge adherence to the larger
community of Muslims, not to smaller sectarian organizations—
hence the jurisprudential debate over the legitimacy of modern

groups.
I11. Currents and Patterns

Salafism: Focuses on doctrinal purity and the rejection of

innovation, with three branches—scholarly, jihadist, and activist.

The Muslim Brotherhood: Presents Islam as a comprehensive

system and combines preaching with politics.

Sufism: Prioritizes spiritual purification, yet has also fostered

political and anti-colonial movements.
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Shi‘a Movements: Rooted in the doctrine of the Imamate, later

developed into the modern theory of Wilayat al-Faqih.

Jihadist Movements: Embraced armed struggle under the banner of

jihad, provoking broad scholarly opposition.

Tablighi Jama‘at: Concentrates on individual religious practice and

revival of worship, staying away from politics and polemics.
IV. General Jurisprudential Positions
Three major orientations can be identified:

Rejectionist: Viewing the formation of groups as divisive and a

rebellion against the ruler.

Supportive: Arguing that such groups fulfill the Qur’anic mandate

of enjoining good and forbidding evil.

Moderate: Allowing their existence under strict conditions—that
they not claim exclusive representation of Islam, not challenge
legitimate authority, and refrain from takfir (excommunication) or

violence.
Conclusion

The general religious perspective concludes that the legitimacy of
Islamic movements is measured by their adherence to the higher
objectives of the Shari‘a (maqgasid al-shari‘a): preservation of

religion, life, intellect, property, and honor. Their value lies in
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enhancing the unity and integration of the ummah, not in fostering
division, exclusivism, or violence. Thus, the plurality of groups
may represent legitimate diversity if it remains within the
framework of unity, but it becomes a religious liability when

associated with extremism, takfir, or internal conflict
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